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MEETING NOTICE: 
The next General Meeting will be held on September 2, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Carson City Community Center, 851 East William Street, Carson City. !
Christine Vaught will attend this meeting to discuss the animal shelter issues and proposed 
legislation in both the Carson City and Reno animal shelters.

President’s Message
 Our shows at Fuji Park are only a month away and we’ve got a lot to do to be ready! The premium list 
has been out for about a month now. It’s mostly distributed via email with MB-F. If you haven’t received one, 
you can go to: http://www.infodog.com/prm/5209/prm5209.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks for your copy. If you 
need a hard copy, contact me at candocr@sbcglobal.net and we’ll make arrangements to get one to you – 
they sent me a few. Entries close September 10 at NOON PDT. !
 If you need a specific judging time for your breed, I need to know ABSOLUTELY NO LATER THAN 
SEPTEMBER 8 AT NOON! Email is the best way to let me know, but you can call me if you prefer at (775) 
350-3163. !
 If you can help us out at all, even if it’s only for a couple hours, please contact a board member [last 
page of newsletter]. We need help with set-up and break-down, help in the kitchen, hospitality ring runners, 
ring stewards, and so much more. !
 In the meantime, please plan to attend the next meeting on Tuesday, September 2, at 7:00 p.m. at 
the Carson City Community Center. I believe Chris Vaught plans to attend to update us on changes at Carson 
City Animal Services and the Carson City Animal Code. !
 See you September 2! !

Candy
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE NEWS

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 
SIEG GOEPNER, S9/21 (Breed: Papillons) 

LYNN MCLELLAN, SEPTEMBER 9/8 (Breed: Westies, Bouviers, Great Pyrenees) 

JOANN MCGRATH (Breeds: Collies, Australian Shepherds) 

Happy Birthday!

This article was provided to your editor by Chris Vaught. 

Does the Purebred Dog World Have a Death Wish?	

 With all that's going on, wouldn't you think that the show dog community would 
do its best to show a good face to the world? We need to do a much better job at public 
relations instead of wasting our time fighting with each other. 
By Stephanie Hunt-Crowley | 

 This question has been asked for several years now, but in the beginning it seemed to be voices in the 
wilderness. The animal rights activists slid onto the scene in the 1980s, but we really did not notice that they were 
there, and it was not until the 1990s that their activism became obvious. Even so, their constant criticisms of dog 
breeders under the guise of attacking "puppy mills" created a divide in the dog show community itself. People 
were creating terms such as "responsible breeder" and "reputable breeder," and breeders who wanted to retain 
such badges of honor were expected follow certain codes of conduct to differentiate those breeders from the rest, 
the bad guys who deserved to be driven out of dogdom. In theory that sounded like a good idea, and members of 
the community fell in line. The problem was that there was no clear-cut definition, and pejorative descriptions 
were thrown around with abandon. 

 In the late 1990s, dog breeders saw the first attempted inroads on the control of dog breeding in general 
— and not just the "bad guys" — when the Doris Day Animal League made the first legislative attempt to force 
APHIS to make all dog breeders subject to the rules of the Animal Welfare Act. This failed — but we could 
already see how we were more interested in fighting with each other than fighting legislation! This was also the 
time when the Internet was gaining ground first with online bulletin boards and email groups where members 
could share and read comments made by people they had never met. There was an explosion both in speed of 
communication and the number of people that could be reached with the click of a mouse. As with any medium, 
whether it be newspaper or email group, there were people on both sides of the issue, and those in the middle 
were converted by one side or the other. 

 In the past 10 years, we have seen more and more legislation proposed and backed by the HSUS, all 
under the guise of clamping down on "puppy mills" — but with all of them creating serious problems for private 
breeders and show kennels, and even working and hunting dog breeders. Sadly, the show community was in 
almost total denial. "If you are not doing anything wrong, you have nothing to fear," was the reverberating 
response. 

 The tipping point came when California was presented with a state bill that would have mandated spay/
neuter of all dogs and cats at 4 months of age. It failed, but the zealots did not give up. They grabbed hold of the 
media and harassed dog breeders, labeling all of us "the bad guys." The show community went into overdrive to 
show that "we" were the good guys by listing what a "good" breeder did or did not do and criticizing everyone 
else. Naturally, "good" breeders would never be affected by legislation, and cooperating with those on the 
unapproved list was tantamount to giving them the seal of approval.
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"It is truly disturbing to read what people think about the show community. If they 
don't view us as evildoers breeding crippled dogs, they think of us as 'snobby show 

people.'" 

 Overpopulation was the big issue that was hammered home again and again, blaming dog 
breeders, even though the vast majority of dogs born were mixed breeds. Unwanted dogs were turned in to 
shelters and euthanized, and it was "our" fault. Now comes the third sucker punch—purebreds were 
depicted as deformed monstrosities bred for the show ring by uncaring breeders who used vile breeding 
methods such as inbreeding. Mixed breeds were much healthier, of course, as they had "hybrid vigor." 

 With all of this going on, would you not think that the show dog community would do its best to show 
a good face to the world? I am not talking about organized events such as Westminster or Meet the Breeds. 
I mean people talking to people and showing the public that we are not all clones of Cruella De Vil! If you 
follow the comments sections on any news story about dogs and allow for the fact that many comments are 
written by paid hacks and trolls, it is truly disturbing to read what people think about the show community. If 
they don't view us as evildoers breeding crippled dogs, they think of us as "snobby show people" who do not 
want competition! The animal rights activists have done a good job of depicting us as the former, and we do 
a darned good job of presenting ourselves as the latter! 

 If someone calls a breeder and asks a politically incorrect question such as the price of a puppy, he 
or she is likely to have the phone slammed down on them — and then the breeders wonder why people end 
up going to a pet store. We have adopted the policy that we should never advertise; puppy buyers should 
appear magically when the Dog Show Fairy waves her wand, and they will then wait patiently for several 
months until their puppy is born. Anything less suggests an impulse buy, which is unacceptable. 

 The problem is, if we as a community never advertise, how does the public find out about different 
breeds? How do they learn that purebred dogs are not monstrosities and that many breeds are capable of 
doing many things? How do they learn the right way to raise and train a puppy if they end up with a mixed-
breed puppy out of the Pennysaver? These people need to meet breeders, talk to them and go to dog 
shows just to see different breeds before making their choice. And we need to do a much better job at public 
relations instead of wasting our time fighting with each other. 

  

From the August 2014 issue of Dogs in Review magazine. Subscribe to receive 12 
months of Dogs in Review magazine, or call 1-888-738-2665 to purchase a single copy.
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AREA CLUBS


NORTHERN NEVADA AUSTRALIAN SHEPHERD CLUB 
www.nnasc.com !
TRUCKEE MEADOWS DOG TRAINING CLUB 
www,tmdtc.org !
SIERRA NEVADA BULLDOG CLUB 
www.sierrabulldogclub.org !
SIERRA NEVADA BORDER COLLIE CLUB 
snbcc.blogspot.com !
RENO KENNEL CLUB 
www.renokennelclub.org !
GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTER CLUB OF RENO 
www.gspcofreno.com !
BONANZA KENNEL CLUB 
www.bonanzakc.com 

2014 BKC BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT 
Candy Roper 
775-882-4978 

candocr@sbcglobal.net 
VICE-PRESIDENT 

Bob Kinney 
775-849-9409 

rpkinney@hotmail.com 
TREASURER 

Bob Newman 
775-8492176 

olgrizbear@aol.com 
RECORDING SECRETARY 

Judy Johnson 
775-267-1763 

jayjay44@charter.net 
CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

Gail Spieker 
775-749-5289 

rossiasams@earthlink.net 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Sieg Goepner 
775-849-1102 

gamblyn@gbis.com 
Elaine Oxborrow 

775-849-1574 
mtnterv@charter.net 

Bonanza Kennel Club 
P. O. Box 1871

Carson City, NV 89702
!!!!!
    TO:
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